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e of the Casn of 
the PLanTERs of Topacco 
in Virginia, &c. 


HE Merchants don't differ 
with you in the juſt Account 
you give © of the Benefits ari- 
« fing from the Trade of the 
« Tobacco Collonies to Great 
« Britdin, on Account of the Revenue it 
« raiſes to the Crown; of the Share it hath 
SE A ' OD „5 


3 


« in 71 Balance of Trade with Foreign 
« Nations; of the great Number of Ships 


_ <« employd in it; and in the Conſumption 


« jt occaſions of the Manufactures of this 


Kingdom.“ But they can go no further 
with you, in your Vindication of the Re- 
- preſentation of the Caſe, &c. which you 
have lately publiſh'd: They are ſatisfy d 
you have not taken the Pains you have 
recommended to others, to make an Eu- 


quiry into the State of this Trade for Forty 
Years paſt; if you had, you muſt have been 


convinced, that tho' it may have met with 
ſome Difficulties (which the Merchants 
have always been ready to lend their Aſ- 
fiſtance to remove) yet it hath not /a- 
boured under the moſt ſingular Hardſhi ps | 
that can be imagined ; for your Staple is 


greatly advanced in that Time; your 


Number of Slaves, in which your Riches 
conſiſt, are greatly increas d; and the Va- 
lue of your Lands more than doubled: If 
theſe be the ſingular Hardſhips you labour 

under, they heartily pity you: But as to 
the firſt, the Merchants are ready to pro- 

duce Accounts of Tobacco being bought 
in Virginia, Oroonoko from 4 to 6 5. per C. 


which now ſells currently there at 12 5. 6 d. 


per C. and Sweet-ſcented for 10 to 12 5. 6 d. 
ber C. which ſells currently from 18 6. to 


20. 
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20 f. per C. at the ſame time the European 
Goods, with which it is chiefly purchas'd, 
are fold very much cheaper in Virginia; 
and as to the other two Points, viz. the 
Increaſe of your Slaves, and the Value of 
your Lands, we are of Opinion you your 7 
ſelf won't diſpute: If you do, they are — 
fure the vaſt Increaſe of the Quantity of | 
Tobacco now made, more than was ſo 
many Years ago, fully prove the Firſt, and . = 
AX ſome Purchaſes of Lands made veichin theſe 55 
I twenty Years prove the Latter ; one par- | 
"42 _ ticular Inſtance of which they can give of | 
3 a Trac of Land bought by a Factor here, | 
for his: Correſpondent there, which coſt 
| about 5 or 600 J. which they „ 
1 informed he is now bid more than 200 iU . 
8 for, altho' it is not above ſeven Years fince Þþ 
ritt was purchas d; to which may be added, | 
8 their expenſive Way of Dreſſing, &c. the | 
1 | Equipages, &c. more in proportion than — 
1 in their Mother Country, and the ſump- RO 
E tuous Buildings, unknown to their Fore- 
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fathers forty Years ago. Sure Sir, you 
ſhould have inform'd your ſelf better of 


t theſe Facts, before you had adviſed this 
RetroſpeCtion. — But 2% % Diftreſſes, you 
5 fa ay, have been occaſioned by certain Abuſes 
.be Paymentof the Duties with which this 
7 1 Commudity 75 loaded ; by Running great Quan- 


= | ? it! tes 


(6) 


tities without paying any Duty; and ſome 


bad Management among themſelves. Pray 
Sir, how came you by this Information? 


or how will you be able to ſupport it? The 
Merchants aver the Fact is falſe, as to the 


generality of the Factors; and expect you 


| ſhould either prove it, or retract it: It 


will not be deemed ſufficient by impartial 


Judges, to prove ſuch a Charge by the 
 fingle Inſtance you give of Midford; no, 


nor if you cou'd add two or three more. 
They have never ſaid that no Frauds have 
been committed; they have always been 


as ready to detect them, and to join in any 
reaſonable Methods to prevent them, as 
either the Planters in Virginia, or the Of. 

ficers of the Revenue, as will appear by 


a proper Enquiry into the Fact; and they 
think it would have been as juſt to have 


charged all the Officers in the Revenue 


with theſe Frauds, as all the Merchants or 


Factors, becauſe, by your own Account, at 
leaſt as many of them have been concerned 
in them. . 


The Method attempted laſt Vear by g 
the Colony of Virginia to prevent the 
Exportation of Tobacco, not fit for any 


Market, hath already had ſome Effect on 


the Price of it here; and if continued to 


be any executed, may, it is hoped, be ſer- 


viceab le 


1 
viecable to them by mending the Staple. 


The Parliament have made Laws for pre- 
venting Frauds, and the Merchants wiſh 


they had been more effectual; but, where 


the Temptation is ſo great, it will be diffi- 


cult to make any Laws to reſtrain Knaves ; 
-and the more difficult they are to the fair 
Trader, the greater Advantage will be 
to ſuch as have no Regard to Honour 
nor Honeſty. But we are afraid Sir, you 
forgot your ſelf, when you ſay, 7 boſe who 


have had the Direction of Aﬀairs in the 


Treaſury, have endeavoured to Enforce theſe 


Laws, ESPECIALLY of LATE ; ſurely 


they have always done fo, and have al- 
ways ſtrictly looked into the Conduct of 
the Officers of the Cuſtoms, and remo- 


ved ſuch as have been found guilty of = 
Corruption or Negligence. 


But the Legiſlature of Virginia, in 4 
late Deliberation, being ſatisfied that none 
of the Expedients, that have hitherto been 
fallen upon, have had the good Effet that 


was expected — that is, That their own 


new Law for reducing the Quantity, 


(which was not long Enacted when this 
grand Deliberation was taken, for it com- 


menced but the roth of November 173 1, 


and this grand Conſult was the 28th of 


June laſt) nor the Laws made in ſeveral 


yn 


(8) 


Reigns by the Parliament here, for pre- 
venting Frauds, nor the great Vigilance 
of thoſe who, had the Direction of the 


Affairs of the Treaſury, Especially of Late, 


have had the good Effect that they ex- 
pected; and what is worſt of all, that 
they had little Reaſon, from the Con- 
duct of Some of their Factors in Great 


Britain, to hope for a thorough Re- 


formation of Abuſes by their Aſſiſt- 


ance. 


| Was EEE any of their Pacos whoſe ; 
Conduct gave them Reaſon to hope for 


this thorough Reformation ? if there was, 


Why did they not diſcard the Reſt, and 
apply to them? or, Why do you not 
ſpeak plain, and ſay, there was not any 
ſuch among them, and therefore thought 
it neceſſary to lay open their Grievances, 


which they have labour'd under for forty 
Years paſt, © in the Repreſentation which 


N hath lately appeared in Print, and been 
e preſented to the Conſideration of the Pub- 


ce lick ; which Undutiful Paper, (tho' un- 


« known tothe Merchants) hath been long 
© talked of about the Royal Exchange, been 
© branded as the moſt ſcandalous and 


« groundleſs Libel that ever was formed, 


«and unworthy of any Regard or Exa- 
* mination, and has given Oceafion to 


cc « abun- 


15) 


« to ſupport it, as wall from thoſe who 


* know he deſerves no ſuch Treatment, as 
c from others who are willing to take 
every thing for granted that is ſaid on 


< one Side of the Queſtion.” Poor Gentle- 


man, the Merchants pity him: But the 
Misfortune is, they don't know of any 
one Perſon who ever faw this Unduti- 
ful Paper, nor knew the Contents of it, 
till it appear'd in Print; and they ap- 
peal to you Sir, for the Truth of it, 
and defy you to name the Perſon to 
whom you communicated it before: And 
when ſome of the Merchants have ask- 
ed you, whether you did not come to 
ſollieit an Exciſe on Tobacco (they call 


upon you to deny it if you can) your 
Anſwer was not, that your Voyage was not 


for that Purpoſe, and that you had it in 
Commiſſion to oppoſe an Exciſe, if it 
| ſhould be artempted ; and therefore they - 
expect you will execute chat Part of your 


Commiſſion. 


What che Authors of the Paper ex. 


pected, the Merchants know not : But 


ſure, they could not be fo Ignorant as to 
imagine; but that every Gentleman in the 


Trade (as he is now pleaſed to call them) 
would 


* abündanze of Ridicule and Abuſe up- 
on good Sir ——— who came fo far 


— , - - —— — a 
.. had an, tf r 


. 


x 10 Y 
would look upon Himſelf to be affected 
by the Charge it contains; becauſe they 

| have not left room for Exceptions to the 
Characters of any; if they had, they 
would certainly have applied to them, 
and have defired their Aſſiſtance, as they 
have formerly done in other Caſes. : 
Fou now tell the World, That the 
Trade know very well how one of 
their Members about four Years ago, 
< atſeveral General Meetings, preſs d them 
« to join in an Application to alter the © 
Method of Collecting the Duties, for 
* the reafons there mentioned.” And 
what then? Why it ſeems they have one 
. among them who has a Share in the pre- 
yp Fest Oppoſition, that has lately urged the © 
| Neceſſity of ſome Regulation on the ſame 
| Account. It may be ſo. But is it not 
x as plain, That the Reaſons offered by 
them, were not ſufficient to convince . 
the Factors, that there was any ſuch Ne- 
ceſſity, but that they thought the Frauds 
might as well be prevented, in the pre- 
ſent Method of Collection, as any other? 
_ And the Merchants can tell you Sir, 
_ == that you hardly ever met a Society, con- 
=_ | fiſting of ſo many, that were always 
=_ _ unanimous; tho, according to your Ac- 
= |  __. count, they are as near io, asis Pole, 
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if there is bur one among them that 
TX | | differs in Opinion from the Reſt. And 


for at the fame time you ſay, that he 


all which it is plain, that thi Trade 
bave heard of theſe Evils before: And 
for another Reaſon you might have 
mentioned, that they have always been 


Revenue, both in Detecting and Puniſh- 
ing them; for the Truth of which they 


Z the. Juſtice to own. the Truth of this 
Fact. 


4 abroad. How doth this appear? why 
S > you, Sir, ſay ſo. Did any one of them 
| | * apply to any one of the Trade, to aſſiſt 
ON” 2 you to obtain an Exciſe on Tobacco? 
40 7 No. And if you ſay true, you have no 
ble. Orders from them to proſecute ſuch a 
E Scheme; they mean an Exciſe: But you 


to what End or Purpoſe you mention 
him the Trade are at a Loſs to gueſs; 


has a Share in the preſent Oppoſition, 
and as heartily againſt the preſent Scheme 
F as any amongſt the Trade, notwithſtand- 
ing ſome attempt of a certain Great Man 
do perſuade him to engage in it. From 


3 ready to join with the Officers of the 


appeal to the Officers of the Cuſtoms, 
and doubt not but they will do them 


But they are, it ſeems, inexcuſable, for 
* laying aſide all Regard to their Fr: ends 


B 2 have 
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of their Body 
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have faid it (and deny it if you can) 


that you have Orders from them to op- 


poſe it: And the Merchants muſt think, 


after they have given you ſuch a Sum 
as Two Thouſand Two Hundred Pounds 
for coming hither, they deſerve a very 


punctual Obſervance of their Orders. 
But ſince it appears you are more influ- 


enced by ſomebody here, than by your 
Principals, the Merchants call on you in 


this Publick Manner to declare, Whe- 


ther you have it in Commiſſion from 

them to ſolicit an Exciſe on Tobacco or 
not: or, Whether they have not given 
vou Orders to appale:. it, if it be at- 
tempted, 


Ex Ore 105 Fudicatitur. 


Ic is ils an uncommon Modeſty, and Y 
moſt ſteady Countenance, aſſiſted by ; 
That after you have been tte, I 
the Trade to the Publick, as a Parcel 
of the moſt notorious. Knaves that ever 

combin'd rogether in one Society, You 


fay that they cry aloud for Proofs of the 


Facts that are alledg'd againſt them, and 
which tend ſo much to the Diſhonour 
; and is it not a reaſona- 
ble Demand, when they have been ſo 
treated? Now you undertake the Task, 
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Sum 
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ture of Exciſe Laws, 


Nn 


and fay in order to it, © It will be ne- 

ceſſary to illuſtrate the general Articles 
« of that Paper, and ſhew how far they 
« (the Facts) can be made our.” 


But it 
ſhall preſently be ſhewn how full your 


Proofs are againſt them; for you will 
remember you fay,. © They cry aloud for 
« Proofs of the Facts againſt them,” and 
it is ſuch which you now undertake to 
make out. 


But before you proceed, leaſt your for- 


mer Charge ſhould not be enough, you 
' repreſent the Merchants as Incendtaries, 
who have been fo fortunate as to raiſe a 
Clamour in the Nation, and to make them 


believe that their Tarn are concerned 


in this Queſtion. The Merchants readily | 


own, if a true Repreſentation of the Na- 
the Difficulties 
which muſt neceſſarily attend Trade, 


under ſuch Reſtraints, and the Summary 
Way of determining Diſputes by the 


Commiſſioners, Sc. have had this Effect, 


it is owing to the Nature of the Laws 
themſelves, and not to them; and they 


are of Opinion, if that was not the 


Caſe, the little Influence that any one Sett 


of Traders could poſſibly have, would 


not produce ſuch an Effect. But being 
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can give; and to condemn a whole Sett 


ded the Revenue of the Duty of 30, 893 


ing of Three hundred and ten Hogſheads 
of Tobacco. And ſuppoſe it to be true, 
what is that to other Perſons, who ne- 


ver acted in this fraudulent Way? Did 
the Body of Virginia Merchants ever ſay, 


there were no Frauds committed in the 
Importations of Tobacco? No: You your 
ſelf are an Evidence for them of the 


contrary; for in Page 20, you fay, « Moſt | 
of them have at fome time or other 


* complained to their Correſpondents of 


ee the Iniquities of their Brethren, and im- 


« puted ſome of the bad Events in the 
«Trade, to Frauds of this Sort.” 80 


chat it is evident from your ſelf, that the 


Body of the Trade that, you ſay, cry 


aloud for Proofs of the Facts that are al- 
ledged againſt them, and which tend fo 


much to their Diſhonour, have not con- 


nived 5 


conſcious you had no evident Proof againſt 
this Body of Traders, you now prepare 
your Readers to accept of fuch as you 


of Perſons of Reputation, from a Cir- 
cumſtance in the Books of the late Mr. 
Midford, by which it appears (if his 
Books have not been altered) he defrau- 


Pounds of Tobacco in one Ship's Load- 
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; nived at their Frauds, but have been con- 


tinually complaining of them, and have 
always been, and now are ready to join 


in any Methods to prevent them, con- 


ſiſtent with their Liberties, as Engliſb- 


men; which Liberties they ſhall always 
endeavour to preſerve, and muſt think 

the Loſs ſuſtained by the Revenue, ſup- 

oſing it were One Hundred Thouſand 
PO 


unds a Year, which the Merchants 


are ſure is ten times more than ever it 
amounted to in England, is nothing when 
brought in competition with them. 


It is ſubmitted to every impartial Rea- 
der, if this Inſtance of Midford's is ſuf- 


fſicient Proof againſt the Body of Fa- 

ctors, that they have either been guilty 

- of, or connived at, any ſuch Frauds. 
But it's ſtrange, that having Mr. Mid- 
ford's Books in Poſſeſſion, no. more Frauds 
of the ſame Nature have been diſco- 
vered ; and that a Perſon who made no 
Conſcience of committing ſo notorious a 
One, as this is repreſented to be, ſhould 
ſtand clear in all his other Negotions of 
that Sort, which were not a few, in the 


courſe of ſo many Years he continued! in 


5 Trade. 
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But you go on and fay, 4 : further. Evi- 


auch of” Fraud of the ſame kind may be 
July inferred from the extreme low Weights 
of a great Number of Hogſheads in ſome 
Loadings. The Trade cannot but be ſur- 
_ prized, that you, who have been bred a 
Lawyer, ſhould mention ſuch a Circum- 
. ſtance as Evidence: If you, Sir, was to 
be made a Commiſſioner of the Exciſe, 
and was to try the Caſes of the Factors, 
and would be content with ſuch Evi- 
dence, God help the poor Traders. — 


Be pleas d but to look back to the True 
Weights of Mr. Midford's Tobacco, you 


will find one Ten Hogſheads weigh | 


93 C, 1416. and another Ten but 39C. 


1 2. 7b. and yet in your Opinion, the 
Low Weights is a further Evidence of 
Fraud, of the fame kind. 


Let us go on: Another flagrant Caſe 


bas by Accident been aiſcovered, and hap- 
pens lo be very recent. What was this? 


Why *« a Merchant who ſtood bound 


i at the Cuſtomhouſe for more than Four 


« Thouſand Pounds, upon arrival of a 


LL Ship of Three Hundred Hogſheads, 
« offer'd to Enter them, and pay the Sub- 
e fidy, and to give Bond with Securities 


for the reſt of the Duties: But the Of- 


ficer 


7 


(9) 


© ficer, who was to judge of the Securi- 


« ties; thought fit to reject them: Upon 


„which, the Merchant choſe rather than 
* to trouble any other of his Friends, 


to pay down all the Duties, and no 


e doubt had the legal Allowance. Soon 


« after he ſhip'd off the ſame Three Hun- 
« dred Hogſheads on a Bonded Entry, 


and by that means obtained Deben- 
e tures for upwards. of Five Hundred 


« Pounds more than he paid down upon 


his Entry.” But pray Sir, what Proof 


do you bring to ſupport this Fact? Or 


do you imagine, that your Tp/s Dixit 
is ſufficient, when at the ſame time 
you tell the World it hath been ſworn 

that they were Tobacco for which the 
Bonds were given? The Trade don't 

know any thing of this Fact; but they 

think, where there is the Evidence of an 
Oath on one Side, and only your bare 
ſay-ſo on the other, all Mankind muſt 
in Charity believe you are wrong, till 


you produce at leaſt as good a Proof to 
the contrary, which it is beliey'd cannot 
Poſſibly be done. 

From the foregoing Promiſes, 1 ou think 
that fuller Evidence of Fraud, as well up- 
en the Importation as Exportati on, will not 
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be required? By whom do you mean? 


If you mean by the Perſon who ſet you 
about this dirty Work, for ought the 


you have proved one Fact, on the Per- 


ſons you undertook to Charge ; that is, 
on thoſe who cry aloud for Proofs of the 
Facts which are alledged againſt them, 
which tend ſo much to the Diſhonour of their 


Body: But being conſcious of having fail- 


ed in the Proof you undertook to make 


out, and plainly ſeeing the juſt Objection 
it would be liable to, even if you had 


prov'd the Facts mentioned, you add, that i 


Gentlemen will ſay, That it amounts to 


“no more than to prove the Guilt wo 
two or three Perſons, and the Re 


« tion of the reſt of the Body muſt /1 cre 


« be ſtained on that Account. Will not 


all the World fay fo, except your Patron? 


Pray Sir, Would you think it juſt to rea- 


ſon in this manner, as to the Profeſ- 


ſors of the Law, that there have been 
ſeveral notorious Villains among them, 


ſome of which have been convicted, 
(which by the way hath not yet been the 
Caſe _— the Py of e whom 


you - 


Trade know, you may be right : But if 
you mean the impartial part of Mankind, 
they are of Opinion not one will think 


Y 


(19) 
you endeavour to aſperſe) and have ſuf- 
| fired publick Shame for their Crimes, 
© char therefore the whole Body of the Pro- 
feſſors are ſuch ? God forbid, for we know 
e and ſo do you in the other 
L 1 5 | 

But let us atrond to what follows to 
your general Anſwer, viz, That there are 
e to be found who will prove the 
1 Same Things in many Inſtances, and in 
à continued Series. Produce them, or own 


«a 


1 3 


4 


that you are a Scandalous Calumniator: 
And after you are called on in this Pub- 


— 
975 170 
5 


lick Manner to prove the Facts, if you 
do not, will not all the World condemn 


you as ſuch? But it ſeems here is a Pro- 
viſo in the Caſe; that is, That the Accu- 


2 fers may not be obliged to mention Names, 


* whereby they muſt betray Friendſhip, and 
Irie ruin Families. Conſummate Aſſu- 

rance What do you mean by this Pro- 
quis bur plainly to own you cannat. prove 
the Facts on any Perſons; therefore you 
are to charge in general, what you cant 

prove in any one Particular upon the Per- 

ſons accuſed, and yet expect to be believed. 

After you have done all in your Power to 

| 7 Leere the Trade, you ſay, You think en- 

I B as Into a © cobra Enquiry about the Mat 
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ter, will be altogether unneceſſary : that is, 


after you have abuſed them in the groſ- 
ſeſt manner you can, and charged them 


all as a Parcel of Smugglers and illicit 
Traders, in regard to the Revenue, and 
thoſe of them who act by Commiſſion, 
as Perſons who have no regard to their 
Principals; and have pick d up one In- 
ſtance of a Perſon's (Midford) obtaining 

| 309,893 Pounds of Tobacco more than 
| he paid, or ſecur'd the Duty for; and of 
| another's having Exported Tobacco for 
which he paid the Duty, on a Bonded 
Entry, for which there is only your Word, 
and faying there are Perſons to be found 
who will prove the ſame things in many 
Inſtances, and in a Continual Series; why 


truly, now you think Entring into a ſtrict 


Enquiry about the Matter altogether un- 
neceſſary. But the Merchants, Sir, are of- 
another Opinion, and think it altogether. 
neceſſary to have theſe Facts prov'd, that 
if any are guilty, they may have their 
Reward, and that the Innocent may be 
Acquitted. And if you do not produce 
proper Evidence to ſupport your Char- 
ges, what will the World ſay of you? 
Now you come to illuſtrate what you 


have ſaid by Example, by ſaying, „That 


* in this preſent Year Tobacco has been 
| | cc fold 
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« ſold to Foreign Buyers from Two-pence 
« half · penny to Three- pence half- penny per 


ce Pound, and nothing leſs than Two-pence 
« ber Pound I believe has been offered, 
«which has been refuſed hitherto by every 
« Body; yet at this Juncture the beſt Oroo. 


ce oko Tobacco is fold to Buyers in London 
f for the Home- Conſumption for Seven- 

= ©< pence per Pound, . which is not more than 
1 d. without the Duty. Now is it 

<« poſſible to ſuppoſe, that any Man will 
take that Price for any Commodity that 

cc ae be ſold for another Market at Two- 


nce at leaſt, without ſome weighty 


« Reaſon: And the Reaſon is plain: Thoſe: 
c that do this, have obtained Debentures 
for the full Quantity of their Entries 
at the Cuſtom-houſe, and what they ſell 
dat theſe low Prices, has been got by 


cc Fraud clear of Duty. 


Is not here a wonderful Diſcovery 5 
What have you now to ſay for your ſelves, 
O ye cheating Factors? Why, Sir, the 


Trade apprehend you are miſtaken as to 


the Facts, when you ſay, That no To- 


bacco hath been ſold: under T wo- pence 
for Exportation; or, That the beſt Oroo- 


 noko Tobacco hath been ſold for Home- 
Conſumption for 7 d. for they can prove 
che e in many Inſtances; it hath - 


been 
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e 
been ſold for 7 d.; and they believe you 


will find it difficult to prove one Inſtance 
where it hath been ſold at 7 d. But for 


Argument ſake, let it be admitted, and 


yet you are greatly miſtaken in the Con- 
cluſion, for it will appear any Man 


would do the ſame thing, and be a Gai- 


ner by it, and act very honeſtly. Sup- 
poſe any Perſon has a Parcel of Tobacco 
that he can't ſell for more than 2 d. per 


Ih. for Exportation, and a Chapman of- 


fers 7 d. per Ib. for Home-Conſumption, 


and he ſells it at that Price, and imme- 


diately goes to the Cuſtomhouſe and pays 
down the Duty for ſo much as he hath 
ſold for the long Price, which every Bo- 


dy now knows is 4 d. 4 per Ib. which 


when deducted out of 7 d. pray what re- 
mains? why 2 d. + Query, Then is not 
this Man a great Knave for taking 2 4. 

Inſtead of 2 d. per Ib. and doth it not 


plainly prove that he hath defrauded che 


Crown of the Duty? 


You go on with a long Detail FP a 


Method how Frauds may be committed 
both on Importation, and Exportation, 
by which you involve a Number of Peo- 
ple in this Guilt: As firſt the Owner of 


the Ship, the two Land- waiters, the Coo- 
pers, the Weighers, the Merchant's Agent, 


the 


iy 878 


WR. 
« Pr os 
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the Ship's Husband, and we will ſuppoſe 


in courſe the Importer of the Tobacco; 
theſe are a Lift of the People that are to 


confederate to cheat the Revenue on Im- 


portation. On Exportation, the Importer 


again, with the Cooper, Deputy-Searcher, 


EE 


and to be ſure the Servants belonging to 
the Compting-houſe of the Perſon who 


commits this Fraud; or elſe he muſt keep 

no Books. Can any Perſon who hath any 
Notion of Trade, believe this, when you 

your ſelf enumerate ſo many Checks, 


who are to confederate in this Defign? 
But pray what Proof do you bring, that 


any of the Body you have been aſper-⸗ 
ſing, are guilty of theſe Facts? Why you 


have been inform'd ſo, and that's ſuffi- 


cient. O ye Infidels won't you believe 
this great Man's Information! We will 


ſuppoſe you have alſo been informed, that 
the Importer takes care to apply his De- 

bentures to the Diſcharging of Bonds of 

the oldeſt Date: But this is not the Fact: 
He can apply them to no other, than 
thoſe to which they are appropriated. But 
you do not reſt here; but ſay, he muſt 


2 have the Benefit of the Diſcount allow'd 


« for Prompt - Payment upon theſe old 
Bonds, which is effected by paying down 


= <rhe Duties on one Ship's Loading, by 


Expor- 
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i Exporting it at a convenient time, am 
« drawing Back out ef the Old Debt a 
„ Falf- penny per Ib. more than was paid. 
It is very evident from the Beginning to 
to the End of the Vindication, you be- 
tray the greateſt Ignorance that poſſiblx 
can be of the Affair you are writing a- 
bout; for every Body knows, that the Diſ- 
counts can't be allow d on any Tobacco 
thar is Exported, but only on the Home- 
Conſumption : Now you are ſuppoſing a 
Man to have two Loadings of Tobacco, and 
becauſe he is reſolved to be a Knave, he 
will Bond the Tobacco which is to be 
Told for Home-Conſumprion, and pay the 
Duty on that which is for Exportation, 
and ſo Ship off that which he hath paid 
Duty for, on that Entry which was Bond- 
ed: Now pray what 85 he get by this; 
for put the Caſe in which Light you pleaſe, 
he can only have the Diſcount on what 
is conſumed here, and if he gains it on 
one Entry, he loſes it on the other: 80 
that at moſt, the Difference can be only 
the Intereſt of the Money, which in a 
Paragraph or two following you ſay, & may 
< be no great Diſadvantage to the Crown, 
and a proper Encouragement to a Mer- 
„ chant who pays a great deal of Mo- 
< ney every Year at the — 
ou 
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| You are not content with aſperſi ing 
the Body of the Trade only; but you 


fall on the Tobacconiſts, and repreſent 


them to be a wicked Set of People, who 


export cut Stalls and Duſt, &c. meer- 


ty to obtain the Drawback, but as this 
doth not affect the Merchants, they can 


only ſay they don't believe the Fact, and 
leave it to them to juſtify their own 
Conduct, which they doubt not but they 


will do, to the ſatisfaction of all impar- | 


tial Judges. 


The next Paragraph is a hinge 6 


on Foreign Merchants, That they like. 
Viſe are concerned in this Fraud, and 
run Tobacco into Great Britain, which 
for ought we know may be true, but 
have you preſcribed any Method to prevent 
it: The Merchants are of your Opinion 
that Tobacco is bought here and ſhipp'd 
to Dunkirk, 
afterwards is landed in Great Britain, to 
the great Prejudice of the Trade; but 
will the Method now propoſed of bring- 
ing the Tobacco under the Laws of the 
Erxciſe prevent it; they are almoſt certain 


and othet Ports, which 


it will have a contrary Effect, and in- 
creaſe that Practice. Our Neighbours, 
who can have ſo great Bencfit by it, 


We 


13 4 26 N 
we can make. Danlbirk f is a Free- port 
by which means the Inhabitants thereof 
pou rich a- pace, ſeveral of them come 
ither, ſome once a Year, others oftner; 
and buy ſmall Parcels of Tobacco, which 
they get for 2 4. per Pound, or. there- 
abouts; they are not ſo ignorant, but 
they know if they can.run this Tobacco 
aſhore cither in England or Jreland, 
that they can ſell it for at leaſt 6 d. per 
Pound; which is ſuch a Profit as will 
encourage them to carry on this Trade; 
and unleſs you catch them in the Fact, 
you can't detect them, for the very Rea» 
ſon you have mentioned, that they 
Haue Clearances for Bilboa, or ſome other 
Port, with Bills of Lading, Charter- 
Parties, and Conſguments apreeahle ; the 
Merchants would have been glad to have 
found you preſcribing a proper Remedy 
for this Evil; which wauld have been 
more becoming you, and more for the 
' Intereſt of your Principals, than all your 
Invectives and Inſinuations of Frauds, 
on thoſe, who you know ſcorn ſuch 
Practices. — And you cannot be ig ; 
norant that the Trade have done all in 
their Power to detect and puniſh both 
the Sailors and their Abettors, who. 
Run Tobacco from mpſt Ships; nor. 
TE ok | a 


ttc they averſe to any Enquiry into theſe 
Matters, well knowing it will be to their 
Credit, and they will be ready to aſſiſt 
in any Propoſals offered, which may 
prevent theſe Evils, conſiſtent with theit | 
» Liberties as Engliſhmen. 


| You go on and ſay, * By theſe means 
ee a Foreign Market may be ſupplied 
ee with what is called Tobacco at ſo 
cc low a Price as muſt neceſſarily depre= 
= © ciate the Value of a better Commo- 
= <« dity. — — Tho' the Trade have with 
= Difficulty found out that you meant 
ſomething in the former Part of your 
Vindication, tho' very foteign to the 
Deſign you intended, yet now you ſeem 
quite unintelligible, — By theſe means: 
= By what means? Is it either by the Peo- 
= ple of Dunkirk's running Tobacco into 
this Kingdom, or the Sailors, that a 
Foreign Market may be ſupplied; if 
you had ſaid, that our own Market for 
the Home Conſumption | might have 
been prejudiced by it, you might have 
been underſtood ; but how the Value of 
= a better Commodity at a Foreign Mar- 
= ket can be depreciated thereby, wants 
= ſome Explanation ; for as all Tobacco 
Exported draws back the whole Duty, 
= what Effect can it's having paid, or not 
= Se: = B- paid 


n 
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paid the. Duty here, have on the Mar: 
kets abroad? It is conceived the large 
Quantity only can affect them, and when- 
ever there is more ſent abroad than 
Foreigners can conſume, the Price cer- 
tainly falls, but when the Quantity is 
leſs, it will always advance ------- but 
fay yon, Experience puts it paſt doubt 
7 that a, Man Who has a Quantity of 
20x. Commodity which pays an high 
* Duty, without paying any Thing, 
« will ſell at any. Rate, in order to be 
= preferred to. others who don't take the 
* ſame Mcaſurcs”. ------ But where? it 3 
can be only where the Duty is payable, = 
Fo or elſe he is no Gainer by it. 38 
But it is endleſs to follow you, and 
xplode all the wild Notions you have 
8 of this Trade; fuch as Factors, in order 
to make their Accounts appear much 
better, and thereby raiſe a Reputation 
Abroad, having given their Principals a 
greater Price for their Tobacco, than 
they have ſold them for, as you ſeem 
to inſinuate; the Trade know of no ſuch 
Practice; if you dog name the Perſons, 
and produce your Proots, or do not ex- 
pect to be believed. | 
Next comes two n of Sales? 
but ſuch as it is believed you cannot 
5 produce 
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= 
= any Market 3 fo prevent the Exporta- 
A = of which, they made a Law laſt 


was ever done by any Man. The firſt 
| brings the Planter in Debt x 51. 165. 64. 
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produce the Original of, from any Fa- 
= @Qor now in being. In' them, the Du- 
7 ties, Freight, and other. Charges, are put 


in one Article, which cannot be thought 


on ten Hogſheads of Tobacco, the other 


produces 29/4. 4s. 119. for Forty four 
Hogſheads, but gives no Date to them; 
all they prove is, that they were ſuch 
Tobacco as you yourſelf have deſeribed 


in Page 18, viz. Such as were not fit for 


Tear. ——— But when ſuch Tobacco 


comes Home, and the Freight and other 
Charges are paid on it, Which muſt be, 


let the Quality be what it will, it muſt 


be fold, to re- imburſe the Factor, tho 


he is very ſenſible it is a great Prejudice 


to the Market; but who is to blame, let 5 


every impartial Reader judge. 

The Merchants agree with you, that 4 
Multitude of Frauds cannot be thought 
a juſt Reafon for oppoſing a Reforma- 
tion; but who are thoſe that do ſo? The 


Trade have not, as you have been often 
told; but where the Duties are ſo high, 


it will be impoſlible for the Skill of 


Man to prevent them, It is certain the 


preſent 


(30) 


porſche Method of an Exciſe. will put 

ſuch a Difficulty on the fair Traders in 

Tobacco, as may render it impractica- 

ble for them to carry it on, and will 

by no means prevent the Miſchiefs com- 

plained of, eſpecially that of Re. impor- 

: tation. A due Execution of the pre- 
ſent Laws * be as effectual in every 

— The Zeal which now 

appears to recover the Sugar Colonies is 

very commendable, and it is wiſhed it 
may have it's deſited Effect: And if any 

Methods to amend the Tobacco Trade | 

were propoſed, without bringing it un- 
der the Laws of the Exciſe, it would | 
meet with no Oppoſition.” _ 
The next Article of Complaint is, 
That the Factors Commiſſions are too 

high, ſome other Charges unreaſonable, 

and taking to themſelves all the Bene- 

fit of Diſcounts unjuſt, Let us now g 

examine how you vindicate theſe Charges B 

againſt them. Why you give up the * 
firſt in the very next Paragraph, and ſay, 

it is admitted to be a juſt Charge. Where- 

fore did you then mention it as an Ar- 
ticle of Complaint⁊ã But you 
ſay you muſt diſpute the reſt, and are 
ſo kind as to obſerve, that ſome. of the 
Gentlemen in the Trade are much 
„ ER 7, ny 
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more reaſonable than others; and add, 
that if at any of their Meetings they 
would have ſettled a reaſonable Rate up- 
on the Planters, which none of them 
vVould exceed, perhaps there would have 
been no Complaint, but when every 
body charges more or leſs than another 
for the ſame Thing, People are apt to 
1 ſuſpect ſome of them doing wrong. 

wp So, 'Sir, you would have had the Gen- 

tlemen in the Trade have ſettled a Ta- 
riff for the Charges, and, right or wrong, 

have taken ſo much. Sure ſuch a Me- 


thod would have been liable to many 


Objections. You would then have ſaid 
(and not without Reaſon) that they had 
entered into a Combination to have 
= cheated the Planters. Nor could it, in 
the nature of the thing, be practicable, 
as you will ſee by an Examination into 
the Account you now produce ; for in- 


ſtance, the Article of Warehouſe Rent, 


which is charged according to the Time 
the Tobacco lays from the Importation 
to the Sale, and is more or leſs in Pro- 
portion; Is it reaſonable Tobacco, fold 
= quickly after landed, ſhould be charged 


as much for this Article, as that which 
lies eight, ten, or twelve Months before 


7 i is fold } Again, the Article er 
AS e 


14d) 
 Brokeridge i is ſometimes paid, andat * 


times ſold without a Broker; would it 
be right to charge it, when it is not 
paid, or not to charge it when it is; 
The next Article, viz. Impoſt and Cocket, 
ought always to be paid in Y. mgina, and 
molt frequently is, therefore it is not 
right in you to enumerate it among the 
Factors Charges, only with Deſign to 


take it off again, when you, come to 


object; The Article for Cutting is only 
when a Hogſhead happens to be damaged, 


and is never charged, but on ſuch; and 


if the Account you produce had been 
for fifty Hogſheads, and only one of them | 
had been Cut, there would have been 
Charged only 2 s. on the fifty Hogſheads; 
for that is an accidental Charge. 


Your two Accounts, in a great, mea- 


ſure, prove what is ſaid above; for, in 
the laſt, the Warchouſc-Hire is much 


more than in the former; and the Ar: 


ticles of Impoſt and Cocket, and Cut- 


ting, arc omitted, not being paid by the 
Importer. —— And it matters not 


i us much per Hogſhead the Charges 
come to, but whether any of the Ar- 
ticles are unjuſt, and the Difference in 
the two Accounts for Warehouſe. Rent, 


or the Difference between any two Mer- 
Chants 


8 


| hte, or the ſame Merchant differing 
from hiniſelf, is ſo far from being an 


Argument againſt them, or that melt 


Charges are therefore unjuſt, that it 
proves the contrary; becaule they make 
: thedClarers what they pay, which Wil! 
certainſy differ, according to the Cir- 
cuniſtatces, and that Uncertaitity which 
vou ſay is moſt complained of, is a ſtrong 
Evidence that they are juſt: Nor is it 
material, as to this Argument, what the 
Tobacco produces to the Planter, for 
whethet it yields ſomething or nothing, | 
the juſt Charges muſt be paid. „ 

As to the Letter of the eminent Mary- 
land Merchant, concerning the Charges, 
Cc. it is neceſſary to ſet you right, as 
to the fifth Article, vi. Primage and 
5) petty Charges, which he is either miſtaken 
in, or you have not copied him right; 
you fy. 


A 

? Whale: and Lihterage SS 

Mr Perry „ 

Husbanding the Ship” „ 
4 


0 Watching and Drink — & 
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fox which, he faith, ſome charge 2 5. 2 d. 
others 2 8. 1 d. whereas, in truth, the Ar- 
ticles are as follow: : VIS, 


Coopers © on board = - + + 2.4, 
Wharfage and Lighterage - - 6 
Porters e ans es: 37995 


8 _ 9 
Primage — — — > 6 - | 
_ Husband 353355335000 

Mr Perry - ** 


On Oroonoko Tobacco 8 * 
On Sweet-ſcented, ang 
the Hogſhead - 


8 5 


19 
* 


Which makes - EY 


It was ; thought neceſſary. to fa this 
Matter in a true Light, becauſe that is the 
Article which the Factor ſeems willing 


to abate ſomething on, when, in truth, 


he pays every Farthing, as much as a- 


 bove. QA s to the other 7 
which he propoſes to abate 6 d. 
Hogſhead on, it will only reduce it _ 


What is charged in the two Accounts ; 


you have produced; whereas, it ſeems, 
this 


* 


(35) . 


this Gentleman charged 6d. per Hog: 
head more Whercfore, or to 
what Purpoſe, you produced this Letter, 
is not imagined; for the Trade think he 
| hath fully explained to you the Nature 
of every Article, and hath ſaved them 
that Trouble. But you ſay you have an 
Account of the Year 1694, wherein the 
ſmall Charges on a Hogſhead of Tobacco 
was but 3 5. 6d. Why did you not produce 
it? It is ſuppoſed there was ſomething 
in it, which would not anſwer your Pur- 
poſe, or you would not have ſecreted 
it; and the Caſe is exactly the ſame of 
the Obſervation you make, in all the 
Accounts of a Gentleman, who was in 
the Trade about ten Years ago, which 
were no more than 7s. 8 d. per Hogl- 
head, beſides Bill-Money. But pray be 
ingenuous, and tell us how much he 
charged for Bill-Money, and whether 
that Article was not much more than i is 
charged now, or why is it ſecreted. 
But after all, it may be proper to ſhew 
vou, Sir, that the Factors charge very 
little more than 7s. 84. beſides the 
Bill-Money, according to your Account 
in Folio 40, when the accidental Ar- 
ticles are deducted, gd 
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Cooperidge and Portridge 
SS nome. . =* =" - - £ 
 Primage and petty Charges © | 2 


+ 
- 


The following are accidental Charges, 


# * 


ro the Circumſtances, vis. 


| which was of uy e 


| Brokeridge . 2 — - 


Impoſt and Cocket - - - © 


so that you ſee the Charges now ex- 


cced only 3 4, per Hogſhead, what they 


4 


| did fo many Years ago, which it is ſup- 
poſed may be the Article paid Mr Perry. 


It is hoped, Sir, you make yourſelf 


better Maſter of a Cauſe, before you 


come to the Bar to plead for your Cli- | 
ent, and arc. more careful in looking 


over your Brief, than you haye been in ex- 


amining into the Nature of this Affair, 


which you hape undertook to vindicate, 5 


For almoſt cyery Article betrays your Ig- 
5 + Norance, 


bs 


graph; where you ſay, for every Entry | 


88 (37 ) 
norance, as as in the next Para- 


Inwards, Bonds, Landwaiters Fees, and 
Bill- Money, there is paid 9s. 24. that 


is, you. would be underſtood on every 
Parcel of Tobacco which is entered 5 


whereas | the Fact is as follows: 35 


Prime Entry, Bonds, Oc. 0 9 2 
Second e 3 „ N 4 
. F 1 4 1 8 


z | ee: on a Thitty 6 f x tae is more 
than 94. per Hogſhead, beſides the Bill- 


Money, which is 3 d. per Hogſhead. So 


that, unleſs the Quantity imported at 


one Entry doth not exceed Thirty ſix 


n 
e 
8 


3 


Hogſheads, it ſtands them out of their 


Pockets in more than 1 s. per Hogſhead; 
for which, Sir, you are willing, out of 
your great Goodneſs, to alloy them 9d. 


Per. Hogſhead. 


The next Article is petty Charges, 
for which you allow 15. 9 d. beſides the 


| Primage, and Mr Perrys 3 d. per Hogſ- 
= 7 which, added to them, makes 2 s. 


. Wh Werk is e but 2 4 
— 
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i oY or 25. 2d as is before ſet forth. 
As for the Primage, though you are 


pleaſed to ſay it is never paid, in your 


ſelf ſufficient Way, yet it is always paid, 


if not to the Maſter, who hath an equi- 


valent for it, yet it is put to the Credit 
of the Ship, and is as much due as the 
Freight itſelf, being always provided for 
in 1 Bill of Lading. The 3 4. per 


Hogſhead, paid Mr Perry, having been 
continued ſo many Years wichou! Ob- 


jection, is a ſufficient Warrant for the 


Charge. But why ate the Factors to have 
but 15. 94. = the Cooperage ? No 
doubr you will ſay, you can find a Cooper 


will Land them, and deliver them for 
that Price; it may be ſo, but who muſt XZ 
pay for all the accidental Charges of 


that Sort; for there is often pulled out, 


and knocked open, ſix Hogſheads, when 
there is not delivered more than four 
to the Buyer, and the other two are to 

be made faſt, and put up again; and ſo 
in proportion for almoſt all the To- 
bacco that is ſold for the Home Con- 
ſumption ;, and can you think that the 


extraordinary Work, and Hoops, and 


Nails, is not worth, or does not coſt N 
the 3d. 1 Hogſhead charged on that 
Article? | 


en — — — —— 
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3 Artic] e! Cartage od. is agreed, but 144. 


per Hogſhead for Warehouſe hire will 


1 not half pay the Coſt ;. for that is ſup- 


poſing all will be ſold within two Months, 


whereas it is not ſold in ſix Months after 
1 8 in an Average; but Why ſhould it 
not be charged in proportion to the 


Time: If tis ſold in a Week, the Ware- 


houſe hire ſhould be but 1 2 4. per Hogſ- 
head, and fo in proportion for a ſhorter 

or longer Time; but why are theſe all 

the Articles that ought in Juſtice to be 
charged on a Hogſhead not Exported > 
= Suppoſe any of .them happen to be da- 
= maged, would you be content your Fa- 
Z Qor ſhould pay Cuſtom for that Part, 
and charge it to you? Or would you 
not rather have it cut off, and not pay 
the Cuſtom on that Part? If fo, who 
= ought to pay the Charge of it. Again, 


4 Suppoſe a Cuſtomer will not buy with- 


cut a Broker, or ſuppoſe a Broker brings 


= a Cuſtomer to buy a parcel of Tobacco, 
would you have us refuſe to ſell it; if 


5 not, who would you have pay the Broker; 


ſuch Charges, when they happen, ought 
to be put to the Account, as well as any 
of the other; and there is as much Ju- 
23 ſtice! in charging them. 13 5 
=. You 


on Tobacco outwards ; and the Articles 
you object to, which are not already 


dihith you Would reduce to 9 d. fer 3 
 Hogſhead z but give no Reaſon _ w = 


Ho ſhead Wei ae d. per 


„ inwards and outwatds; and drink to tlie 
Coopers, Porters, and Weighers, and 


4x34 
JIE 
AT G 


(4) 
Lou now; Hir, come to the Cllarges 


anſwered in the other Account; are 
firſt Porteridge, Warfage and Ligbterage, 


every body knows that it coſts 


RE 


5 
7 cad LI teri 
| | officad Shipping, and = 5. 
* raordiniry Charge oF Watching botn 


V har 


other incident Charges which are not 3 


provided for in any other Article, will! 


more than make up the other ; d. per 


Hogſhead charged in this Article; The 


at Work, at receiving them amounts to 
25. per Hogſhead, beſides the Charge of 
the Certificate Cocket, Which is 6 . 
8 d. and the Debenture, which is 1 . let 
; the Parcel be but five Feen and 


Brokeridge you agree in; but the Article 
of Entry out, Seatchers' Fees, | and De- 
bentures, it ſeems, in your Opinion, 
ſhould be but 12 4. per Hogſhead, where- 


as on a ſmall Parcel, ue Dinner and 
Expences to entertain the Buyer, when A 


the 


(ar) 


ihe Searchers and Deputies Fres; and 


beſides, Sir, in this Article the Planter is 
favoured, by having his Tobacco coming 
into the Hands of Factors, who have a 
Quantity of Tobaceo from many Cor- 
reſpondents; for if every Planter's To- 
bacco was to be conſidered ſingly by 
themſelves; the Expencc would be much 
greater. e 

As for Inſtance; ſuppoſe a Planter 
was to ſhip Home 10 Hogſheads to any 
Factor, and the Factor had none from 


+ | any body elſe, how would this Article 


then ſtand, there woe. bez 


EY 

5 Suri dene Cocket 0-0-4 
Debenture E 1 
Searchers Fees Te @ 3: 0. 
Deputy 5 
3 8 


| Which would be near 3 5. per Hogſ- 
head, without any Expence to entertain 
the Buyer, which tho' very mean could 
hardly be leſs than 5s. which would 
be 6d. per Hogſhead more; and you, 
Sir, are appealed to, whether the 
Planters, in an Average, ſhip ſo many 
as 
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as Ten Hogſheads to any one Fator ; ; fo 
that inſtead of being over- charged in this 


Article, they ſave near one halt of what 
the real Expence would be on their own 


Parcel of Tobacco diſtinctly conſidered, 
and the ſame would appear on other Ar- 


ticles, if the Account was to be made up 


on every particular Man's Tobacco ; and 
how much more are they benefitted who 


ſhip ſmaller Parcels ; therefore it is hop'd, 
by this Time, you are convinced that there 


is no juſt, Reafon for Complaint of this, 
nor any other Article of Charge, in our 
Accounts of Sales; and that if every Man's 
Account was to be made up ſeparately, 
there would be a larger Ballance due to 
the Factors, for under Charges, than they 


now owe them. 


Lou now enter on the Affair 67 Dit. 
counts, and ufe a great many Words to 


very little purpoſe, for the whole of it 


_ conſiſts only in this, * That thoſe Gen- 
« tlemen of Virginia, who had Money to 
e pay down the Duty of their Tobacco, 


et and were pleaſed to lodge it in their Fa- 
4e ctor s Hands for that purpoſe, have had 
« the whole Allowance, ----- Nay, ſome 
* conſiderable Shippers, finding ſome 


Factors very deſirous to ſerve them, 
have made it a Condition: on which | 


4 = they 


(nat, 


(48) 


they have * a Correſpondence with 
tee them, That the Factor thould allow 
<« them the Diſcount on the firſt Parcel 
* of Tobacco, without having one Pen- 


ce ny of Money in their Hands, and that 
2 


cc 


* 


they would leave the Proceeds with him 


* 


* 


he ſhould ſhip“. 


It is probable ſome may have been weak 


enough to comply with this Bargain, and 


for the ſake of getting a great Man's Bu- 
ſineſs, have allowed him the Diſcount, 
which may amout to 34 or 35 5. per Hogſ- 
head, and have only receiv'd the bare 
Commiſſion, which may be from. 106. 
to 125. per Hogſhead. 


As to what you ſay about the 7 per Cent, 


per Annum that the Factors of London have 
never allowed it to their Correſpondents, 
you ſhould firſt prove they ever receiv'd_ 


it; for tho', as you ſay, it can be prov'd, 


that they are ſometimes paid in ſix Months, 
yet it is much oftner twelve before they re- 
ceive their Money; but ſuppoſe them to 


be paid at nine Months in an Average, 


and ſuppoſe they keep their Tobacco nine 
| Months in an Average before they diſpoſe 
of it, which the Merchants know experi- 

mentally is a yery modeſt Compuration, 
2309 E in 


till he ſhould have a ſufficient Caſh to 


pay down the Duty on what Tobacco 
* | 


. (44) 
in both. Caſes. . Pray, Sir, how mnch 
will be due on this Article, if the Perſon 
who ſhips the Tobacco is not a Debtor ; 


but ſuppoſe he is; How will the Account 
| Nand then? The Method of Inſuring 
Debts for you for half per Cent. is ſuch 
2 Practice, as the Trade would be glad to 


be excuſed from; and if you, or any of 


your Friends think ita Hardſhip, you know : 


the Remedy, which is to revoke your 
Orders of that Sort. 
It is very certain that great Sums: of 


_ Money have been loſt by the Factors by 


| Shipping in this Trade; but the Trade 


defy you to prove your Aﬀertion, That 


that hath ever been made uſe of for a 
Pretence, not to make their Principals 
any juſt Allowance that was their Due, 
or to charge them with uy Thing not 
due. a 

But in this, as in every other liſtance 
of your Vindication, you cannot forbear 


your vile Inſinuations: As if a Factor had 
it in his Power to charge the half per 


Cent. or omit it at Pleaſure, and when 2 


bad Debt happens, to charge it to the Ac- 


count of his Principal by that Omiſſion ; 


when you know, if fach a Propoſal is 
made to a Factor here, he anſwers his Prin- 


Gs by the next ein, whether he 
| eee 
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(45) 
accepts it or not, and if he hath not done 
ſo, and accepted it, he can have no pre- 
tence to charge it. 


Thus far there has been lotus little Dif- 
ferences between the Trade and you, as 


you think, about Trifles. But in what 


follows, the Trade concur with you, and 
will endeavour to aſliſt you, in laying be- 
fore the World the inſupportable Hard- 


ſips ſtill remaining, which are as you ſay 
to be imputed to the Nature and Circum- 
tance of the Trade, and to ſome bad Cu- 


ſtoms that have prevailed in it, only in 


| London. . 1 


Firſi. That it is notorious that their 
Tobacco is frequently plundered before 


it is landed at London. | 


Secondly, When it is weighed; no more. 


than ten Pounds per Hogſhead is deducted, 


and the reſt pers the Duty at London. 
' Thirdly, When it is ſold, the Retailer 


muſt have large and unreaſonable Samples; 
beſides one twenty ſixth Part for Tret of 


what remains, not only clear of Duty, as 
you ſay, but clear of any Expence, in ſhort | 
he hath | it for nothing, at London. 


_ Fourthly, 


5 That the Merchants, muſt 


have other Samples, en are e lapt out 


of the Account. 


It is a Pity, Sir, you mentioned this 
laſt Article, becauſe it happens not to be 


true in Fact, for the unreaſonable Retailers 
take both Samples. Bur if a proper Ap- 


plication was made by you, Sir, it is high- 
ly probable Relief might be obtained, and 
theſe inſupportable Hardſhips removed. 


It may be ſaid indeed, as to the firſt, 


that there are already Laws in Being to 
puniſh Thieves and Plunderers; ſo that 


all that is to be required of you on that 
Head is, that you will ſollicite that a Law 
may be made to make all Mankind. honeſt, 
eſpecially Exciſe Men. 

As to the ſecond, it is own dan inſup- 
Ea Hardſhip that any Perſons ſhould 


de obliged ſo punctually to conform tothe 
Laws, at London, and not have Liberty 


to run ſome Part of their Tobacco for the 


Benefit of Trade. It is poſſible, if you 
would be ſo kind as to uſe your Intereſt 
wWith a certain Gentleman, who permits 
you to ſpeak to him now and then, you 
might obtain ſome Indulgence for the 


Traders on this Head, 


But 
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But how to deal with the Retailers a- 


bout Samples, and that twenty ſixth Part 


for Tret, will be a Difficulty, and wiſh you 
would lend your Aſſiſtance; for it is to 
be fearcd they are ſuch a ſtubborn Sore 


of People they won't buy Tobacco with- 


out Samples, and inſiſting on their Right, 


as Citizens of London, to Tret. 


As to what you ſay about the Tobacco 


weighing leſs when fold, than it did at 


the Cuſtom-houſe, there is no Way to 


help it, unleſs by bribing the Officers who 


= weigh it; you mention two Inſtances of 


this Sort, one is twenty Hogſheads, for 
which the Planter paid Duty for 1136 lh. 


more than was ſold, the other is eight 


Hogſheads whereby the Planter loſt the 
Duty of 375 1. Notorious Inſtances 
of Frauds in the Factors, for pay ing Du- 


ty on more Tobacco than they received; 


and no doubt if theſe were remedied, it 


would advance the Revenue. | 
It is a Pity, Sir, that you cannot per- 


ccive that the public Spirit which at this 
Juncture appears fo ſplendid (as you are 


pleaſed to term it) is exerciſed in Fayour 


ol thoſe who will be indecd a diſtreſſed 
People, if the Scheme now propoſed 
ſhould take Effect; that is, bringing To- 
bacco, Sc. under the Laws of the Exciſe. 


— — — 


For 
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For what can be a greater Diſtreſs to a Free 
People, than to have their Houſes liable 
toViſitation by the very Scum and Dregs of 
the People; to be liable to the Inſults of 
ſuch who are not equal to their Servants; 
to have ſuch profligate abandoned Wretch- 
es, to be their Accuſers, and their Ma- 
ters to be their Judges ; and at the ſame 
timeto be deprived ofthe Liberty of being 
tried by a Jury, &c. But fince you call 
on the Trade to propoſe ſome other more 
effectual Scheme, the Merchants give it 
as their Opinion, that the only effectual 
way to remedy any Frauds in the Reve- 
nue, would be to lower the Duties; for 
as long as the Temptation is great, there 
.will always be ſome wicked enough to 
attempt them. 
But ſuppoſing this ſhould not be thought 
adviſable ; they are alſo of Opinion, the 
due Execution of the preſent Laws will 
be as effectual, to all Intents and Purpoſes, | 
as any Method that can be propoſed un- 
der the Exciſe Laws, - - - provided all 
Seizures be burnt. For the preſent Me- 
thod of ſelling them at the Exchequer 
hath been a notorious means of cover- 
ing many 9 and a Screen to the 
Receivers ollen Tobacco, by 
their pleading their having bought 
| Es. - obacco 


** 
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Tobacco, found i in their Poſſeſſion, at the 
Exchequer; nor can it hurt the Revenue, 
becauſe it can in no Reſpe& diminiſh 
the Conſumption of Tobacco here, on 
which only the Revenue ariſes; and if 
ir ſhould be thought the Penalties an- 
next to the preſent Laws are not ſuffi- 
cient, add to them Corporal Puniſhments. 


The Market at Holland, and all other fo- 


reign Markets are influenced by the Quan- 
tity of Tobacco which comes Home, and 
not by the Perſons who ſhip it; for whe- 
ther one, or other, ſends it, tis not ſo 
material if the Quantity goes; and if it 
were not ſo, if one Market was overſtock- | 
ed, another would want itz But the 


Merchants are of Opinion you never 


knew that to be the Caſe, and the chief 


Reaſon of ſending ſo much to Holland 
at any time, muſt Ariſc from our Market 
here being overſtocked, and the Conve- 
niency of having it lay there on caſicr 
Terms, and your own Argument proves 
the Fact; for no Factor hath Occaſion 
to clear his Bonds in leſs than eighteen 
Months; and if he hath kept it 0 long 


r- 
without being able to find a Cuſtomer, 


it fully proves, that the Market was over- 
"ſtocked; which hath always been the Caſe 
for many Years paſt, ualeſs*1 when Pro- 

Q vidence 
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vidence by. a Guſt, or ſome other Accident, 
hath deſtroyed ſome Part of your Crop. 
| Whatever may be your Opinion of 
the Objections in regard to the Planters 
of Virginia, and however groundleſs and 
Tidiculous they may ſeem to you, it is be- 
lieved, when they come to be fully ac- 
quainted with them, and to have the Ex- 
perience of the preſent Scheme (if it 
ſhould take Effect, which the Merchants 
will do all in their Power to prevent) 
they will hardly thank you for it. When 
thoſe who have Money find themſelves 


when others, who are in lower Circum- 
ſtances, find a Stop put to that Credit, 


their Neceſſities, both for Cloathing and 
Tools, exc. have been conſtantly ſup- 
plied; when they will be obliged to ſell 
their Tobacco at their own Doors, at 
the Prices they formerly uſed to do, 
from 4 to 65. per 100 Ib, &c. or, it may 
be, not be able to find Purchaſers at any 
rate, if the wicked Factors ſhould obſti- 
nately refuſe to ſupply them with Ships. 
What do you think they will then 
ſay of the Projectors of this Scheme? 
lou have in the ſetting out, or begin- 
ning of your Vindicatien, among other 
Benefits 
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deprived of the Benefit of the Diſcount:; 


on the Arrival of their Tobacco, by which 
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Benefits which ariſe to the Nation by the 
Tobacco Trade, mentioned the great 
Number of Ships, and Seamen employ'd 
in it. Butpray, Sir, be ingenuous, and 
let the World know who are the Owners 
of them. Are not the Factors? and ſup- 
poſe but Two hundred Sail, of about 
Three hundred Hogſheads each, be em- 
ployed, they could not be iurniſhed, at 
a modeſt Computation, and fitted to Sea, 
under 1000 J. per Ship. So that here is a 
Stock of Two hundred thouſand Pounds 
to be furniſhed, which is every Day decrea- 
ſing in Value, and dying away; and it hath 
been found by woful Experience, that 
the Amount of the Freight will but bare- 
ly pay the Expence of the Voyage. So 
that the Capital is continually waſting, 


Nay, it is certain, that 20, 00 J. will not 


pay the Loſs of the Shipping laſt Year, 
_ occaſioned by their coming Home, ſome - 
half loaded, ſome not ſo much, and ſome 
hardly with any Tobacco at all. Now, 
Sir, when you have drove theſe Factors 
out of the Trade, and your preſent 

Scheme takes Effect, whereby the Com- 
miſſion, ſuppoſing a Hogſhead to weigh 
800 ib, at 2 d. per tb, without any De- 
duction, will amount to 60. 135. 4d. 
which, at 2 3 per Cent. is * who do 
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In one pat of the Vindication it will 
appear, that you, Sir, are very knowing 
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x09! imagine will ſerve you. For In- 
tance, ſuppoſe a Factor to import Three 


home which, he muſt have ten Ships of 


Three bundred Hogſheads each; which 


will coſt him, as above, 10,0004, which 
are daily ſinking in their Value, G. 


Why truly the Commilſion on his To. 
bacco is 300 J. per Aunum, which, will 


little more than pay for Pens, Ink, Papet 


Books, and the Wages of Servants, that 
will be neceſſary to carry on ſuch a 


in theſe Affairs, and that is in Page 58, 
where, ſpeaking of the Proportion of 


Tobacco exported, to that of the Home 
Conſumption, you ſay ; “If the Gentle- 
« men will allow very great Frauds, it 


% may be computed, as it always has 


« been, to two Thirds; but if there be 


« no Frauds, it is at leaſt five Sixths. —- 


Is it not as plain as a Noſe on a Man's 
Face, that you are very knowing in theſe 


Affairs. To ſet this Affair in a proper 


Light, let us conſider on the Number of 
Hogſheads, which are exported from 
Virginia and Maryland, to Great Bri- 


Suppoſe 


SE. 


| chequer for ten Years paſt, hath been a: 


now can deny you the Reputation of 


being knowing in your own Affairs, and 
of complaining upon very juſt Grounds? 


Or who can imagine that it was any Con- 


trivance or Artifice of the Miniſtry, that 


JJ EN 
Whether the Gentlemen of Virginia, 
or the Miniſtry, were the Occaſion of 


this groundleſs Complaint, the Merchants 


do not concern themſelves, however 


natural to ſuppoſe, that that Part re- 


lating to Frauds committed here, &6. 


could 
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could not probably come from the for- 
mer, whatever that might do, relating 
to the Charges, and how juſt either 
of them are, the Merchants leave to every 
impartial Perſon to judge. ----- And you, 
Sir, ſeem to be hard put to it, to find a 
Reaſon for ſuch Proceedings from the 
Planters in Virginia, when you ſay, „that 
« the Failing of one conſiderable Mer- 
« chant, ſome injurious Reports about 
te the Credit of another, and a certain 
„ Publick Sale at the /7 rrginia Coffee- 
«© Houſe, gave Occaſion to it ;” for what 
Relation have theſe things to the Com- 
plaints you have attempted to vindicate. 
But ſince you have mentioned them, 
it is neceſſary to ſay ſomething on the 


Subject. As to the Perſon who failed, 


he was one of your Country-men, not 

we to the Buſineſs, and not very know- 

ing in the Affair of Merchandize. And it 
may not be amiſs to remark on this Occa- 
ſion, that the greateſt Loſſes Virginia hath 
ſuſtained for many Years paſt, by Failures, 
have been, by their ſending over one or 
or other of their Country-men, and ſet- 
ting them up as Factors, with little or no 
Capital, who have ran into an expenſive 
Way of Living, even equal to, if not ex- 
ceeding, the moſt eminent Merchants 
2 | here, 


Yew, by whom thy: hats ſuffered ten 
times as much, within twenty Years paſt, 
as by all other Failures of their Factors. 


The Perſon on whom that injurious } 
Report prevailed will, it is not doubt- 


ed, take a proper Opportunity to obtain 


Satisfaction on the Authors of it, if they 


are able to make him Reparation; and 


the Trade think themſelves obliged in 
Juſtice to him to declare, that, not with - 
ſtanding his Friends in Virginia have 
many of them ordered their Effects out 
of his Hands, and that almoſt all at one 
| time, yet they have not heard but that 
he hath complied with all their De- 
mands, with Honour and PunQuality, 


The certain public Sale you mention 


might cauſe ſome Dreads that it would 
be prejudicial to the Market, fic 
Apprehenſion that the Tobacco 
would have been ſold for any Price the 
Buyers would bid for it. But is the Per- 
ſon who made the Sale, beught them 
in himſelf, rather than h“ would let 
them go at any Price under he Market, 
However miſtaken he migh b 
Attempt, yet he, by thar 
vented the ill Conſeque 


. 


dans, pre- 
Hation have thele 


But pray, Sir, what 
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. e VIS. the Frauds and Oretcharges® 
Sure none. It. is forbore to mention 


* 
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What is appreliende kthe Reaſon of your 
mentioning: theſe Thing 7 

It is hoped theſe is ſatisfy the 
World that the Virginia Factors, that is, 
the Body of them, are not ſuch Rogues 
as you would repreſent t deem to be; 2nd 
it is ſubmitted to every reaſonable Man 
to judge, whether the Scheme of bring- 


ing Tobacco under the Laws of the Ex- 


ciſe, is not more likely to diſtreſs the 
Colony, which you repreſent, and by 
that meats drive them to the Neceſſity 
of turning their Hands to-ManufaQuures ; 
than their going on in the Method, in 
which chey have hitherto been, and by 
Which they are ſo thriven, as to be able 
to e away. 2200 /, to ſend you 
on this Etrand. F 
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